
Under Act 16 the term “medical 
marijuana” refers to marijuana obtained 
for a certified medical use by a 
Pennsylvania resident with a serious 
medical condition and is limited by 
statute in Pennsylvania to the following 
forms: 

“ 
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pill • oil • topical 
forms, including 
gel, creams or 

ointments • a form 
medically 

appropriate for 
administration by 
vaporization or 

nebulization 
including dry leaf 

or plant form • 
tincture • liquid 

• Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis • Autism • Cancer • 
Crohn’s Disease • Damage to the nervous tissue of the 

spinal cord with objective neurological indication of 
intractable spasticity •Dyskinetic and spastic 

movement disorders • Epilepsy • Glaucoma • HIV 
(Human Immunodeficiency Virus) / AIDS (Acquired 

Immune Deficiency Syndrome) • Huntington’s Disease 
• Inflammatory Bowel Disease • Intractable Seizures • 

Multiple Sclerosis • Neuropathies • 
Neurodegenerative diseases • Opioid use disorder for 

which conventional therapeutic interventions are 
contraindicated or ineffective, or for which adjunctive 

therapy is indicated in combination with primary 
therapeutic interventions • Parkinson’s Disease • Post-

traumatic Stress Disorder • Severe chronic or 
intractable pain of neuropathic origin or severe 

chronic or intractable pain in which conventional 
therapeutic intervention and opiate therapy is 

contraindicated or ineffective • Sickle Cell Anemia • 
Terminal Illness

The statute defines a “serious 
medical condition” as any one of 
the following:



FAQ’s about medical 
cannabis  

How do I find out about the safety 
and efficacy of a cannabis product?  

A reputable producer will have a 
third-party lab report that shows the 
potency of the oil, as well as the level 
of microbes, residual solvents, heavy 
metals, and pesticides. A reputable 
producer will give you a copy of the 
third-party lab report that is directly 
tied to their batch of oil.  

How do I dose medical marijuana?  

A reputable producer will have 
dosing guidelines and/or an online 
dosing calculator. Most producers 
also recommend dividing the total 
daily dose into 2-3 doses per day and 
administering separately from 
pharmaceuticals.  

Will I have interactions with other 
medications?  

Even though most patients see 
minimal side effects from the 
cannabis oil itself, some see 
increased levels of their existing 
medications. It is important all 
patients work with their doctor to 
monitor levels of all existing 
medications. 

Medical Marijuana Producers  

We do not recommend any one producer, 
and are suggesting to patients that they 
research the best option for them, based 
on ease of access, reliability and safety of 
the product, and availability of third party 
lab reports.  

Reliable resources: 

Campaign for Compassion is a PA based 
medical cannabis nonprofit run by volunteers with 
the intent to educate the public about medical 
cannabis. Check out our website for helpful 
patient and physician resources and guidance of 
the PA MMJ program:  

• www.campaign4compassion.org  

The Pennsylvania Department of Health Office 
of Medical Marijuana is implementing the state’s 
Medical Marijuana Program. At the link below you 
can apply for for your mmj card, find a physician 
and physician resources, find dispensaries, and 
stay up to date on the program:  

• www.health.pa.gov 

NetCE: Medical Marijuana and Other 
Cannabinoids PA Physician CME Course #95170 • 
5 Hours/Credits • https://www.netce.com/
courseoverview.php?courseid=1238  

Americans for Safe Access is an excellent 
website for information on medical cannabis, its 
history, research, safety, and use on different 
conditions:  
• http://www.safeaccessnow.org/   

• http://www.safeaccessnow.org/
medical_professionals 

• The Mayo Clinic offers a very general overview 
of pharmaceutical interactions with marijuana:  

• www.mayoclinic.org/drugs-supplements/marijuana/
interactions/hrb-20059701 
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